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my attempt to explore my grandfathers’ lives and their effect on me I had to find 
images	that	contained	an	aesthetic	that	would	represent	the	past	both	physically	
and	spiritually.	I	feel	that	in	a	sense	I	am	a	continuation	of	one	experience.	The	






























of negative and positive spaces. The figure of my grandfather is in the foreground 
and is the dominant form in the composition; this is a part of my perception of the 
5
person, strong and sure. He is the father figure that I knew standing in front of the 
textile mill and gear composition. The figure in front of this is a representation of 
the	past	or	the	history	of	an	experience.	The	mill	photo	seems	like	a	walkway,	and	
the figure is that of a guide or guard. The soft decay or tarnish-like marks reinforce 
the	idea	of	the	passage	of	time	and	relate	the	print	to	a	sentimental	object	that	may	
tarnish	from	lack	of	use,	representing	the	loss	of	a	person.	The	absence	of	any	other	
figures or implied narrative in the print leads the viewer to interpret the imagery 
and	its	content	via	their	own	experience	and	associations.		





flattened image of two cotton baskets that fall directly in line with the image of 
my grandfather and his bother tying them together and associating the figures with 
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